Holy Family School
Homework Policy

Preamble
This Homework Policy takes into account a number of factors:
e community expectations about homework are variable
e research regarding the value of homework is inconclusive
e schools are best placed to make decisions about homework in consultation with their
communities.

Our Homework Policy has been reviewed and developed with the key stakeholders
including: teachers, students, the School Leadership Team and the Holy Family Education
Board. It is consistent with the school's Principles of Learning and Teaching, current
research and findings of the Victorian Parliamentary Paper 2014 o.

There is little consensus in the literature as to whether homework raises student
achievement. Most researchers conclude that for primary students, there is no evidence that
homework lifts academic performance. 9

Overall it seems that some homework is better than too much, or none at all, however the
time allocated to homework needs to be appropriate for the student’s age and development.
The research indicates that a ‘more homework the better’ view is misleading and should not
be the basis for policy and practice.

Excessive homework may impact negatively on student achievement and “can reduce the
amount of time available to pursue other activities and interests which may have equal or
greater long term benefit”. 9

RATIONALE
At Holy Family we believe that there is strong evidence and general agreement that
homework at the primary school level has little impact on academic performance.1 However,
we recognise that it may play a transitional role in preparing students for secondary school
and beyond. 2

Homework provides senior primary students with opportunities to reinforce and consolidate
their classroom learning, develop skills and establish disciplined behaviours to develop as
lifelong learners and, to some degree, involve family members in student learning. It also
provides a means of communication between the school and parents about their child’s
learning and progress.

AIMS
The aims of homework at Holy Family are:
e to strengthen home-school connections and reaffirm the role of parents and
guardians as partners in education
e to develop positive study habits, concentration, discipline and organisational skills 6



to understand that learning takes place in different environments

to assist the students in developing responsibility

to reinforce and enrich the students’ learning process

to foster an enjoyment of reading by developing a ‘reading habit’. 10

We believe that homework is useful when:

practices endeavour to accommodate a variety of family circumstances

timely feedback is provided 3

it allows for the fact that children learn and progress at different rates 4

it develops productive life long habits of learning and planning

students engage willingly and are supported

it is balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities 5

allocated time spent on homework is appropriate for the age and development of

students, and sufficient to provide an enjoyable experience without impacting

adversely on family and child leisure time

e it is undertaken in partnership between home and school and it provides parents with
an opportunity to be part of the formal learning process

e reading is a major focus.

IMPLEMENTATION

Homework time will vary in duration and frequency according to the age of students. For
primary school aged students, there is little benefit derived with lengthy, formal homework
sessions. It is recommended that parents engage meaningfully in reading with their child at
the end of each school day. When homework is requested by staff, it will be consistent with
the guidelines below.

Parents are advised of homework expectations at the beginning of each school year and are
provided with a copy of the school's Homework Policy in The Parent Handbook and the
School Website.

Roles and Responsibilities
The School Leadership Team will:

e develop a school homework policy, in consultation with the school community,
particularly the teachers, students and the Education Board

e distribute the school Homework Policy to staff, students, parents and guardians, at
the time of student enrolment, and make it available on the School Website, the
Parent and the Teacher Handbook

e ensure that homework expectations are consistent with the school’s Homework
Policy and effectively implemented throughout the school

e facilitate the communication process between school and home and support these
partnerships in relation to homework

e facilitate a review of the school’'s Homework Policy at the scheduled time for review.
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The teacher’s responsibilities in relation to homework are to:

ensure that homework expectations are consistent with the school's homework
guidelines

set expectations on how to use the home reading log/diary in an introductory letter to
parents and guardians at the beginning of the school year

provide students with opportunities to change their books regularly and to use of the
library to select appropriate texts

set homework and give direction to children regarding the completion of assigned
tasks (Levels 5 and 6)

monitor homework tasks (Levels 5 and 6) in order to provide timely and relevant
feedback

monitor and sign reading diaries/logs weekly

communicate with families when homework is not completed or submitted

provide feedback to parents where required

design homework as a level to ensure consistency across classes

maintain an online parent and student resource page to support students master the
basics of literacy and numeracy.

The student’s responsibilities in relation to homework are to:

read for the prescribed amount of time each night and record this in their log/diary
hand in their reading diaries/logs each week for the classroom teacher to sign

take responsibility for choosing their level of engagement in reading

take pride in and submit their best work

be fully engaged with the homework task

use technology responsibly

bring completed work to school by the due date

ask their teacher or parents if they are having difficulty understanding a task or need
assistance.

The parents and guardians responsibilities in relation to homework are to:

affirm positive attitudes towards homework

Support the development of their child’s time-management skills in order to meet
homework deadlines

celebrate their children’s learning successes

provide a suitable environment in which homework can be completed

encourage their child to complete and submit the homework

encourage their child to ‘have a go’ before providing assistance

ensure that homework does not become a burden on the child by balancing ‘work’
and ‘play’

report to the child’s teacher any concerns regarding the nature and quantity of
homework, or any other homework concerns

be aware of the role they play in homework and in particular the expectation of
student’s reading nightly.
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Reading is Fundamental

As reading is an essential lifelong skill, particular attention is given to reading as a major
component of the homework. We also aim to encourage a love of books and reading. The
habit of reading every night is vital to support students in developing their reading skills.7
Therefore, we expect all students to set aside the specified time each night for their reading
homework.

To help with this, home reading logs/diaries will be used to monitor the frequency of reading,
the types of books read etc Texts can include books borrowed from the library,
newspapers, audio books, comic books and age-appropriate reading on the Internet (where
appropriate).

As part of supporting reading homework, parents and students are
responsible for:

e reading every school night, at every year level (also encouraged during week ends
and holiday times)

e recording the titles of books that are read in their reading log/diaries (comments can
also be added, but are not essential)

e providing a wide range of reading opportunities daily (e.g. reading to the child,
reading with the child, listening to the child read, allowing the child to listen to reading
by an older sibling or adult (audio text)
selecting appropriate texts
taking care of books
discussing personal reading goals.

Prep to Level 4

In these levels no formal homework is set. However, many activities at home or play can
assist children to develop literacy, numeracy and problem-solving skills. For example
preparing for the next day by gathering readers, lunchbox, notes, and communication bag to
encourage organisational skills. Home School Bags will provide students with experiences
in a variety of curriculum areas, e.g. Religious Education, Numeracy and Literacy, (although
the completion of these is optional).

Parents are encouraged to read to their child so as to assist them in the development of
skills and the enjoyment of reading. All junior students are expected to be involved in
reading, for 10-15 minutes each day after school. Records of books or pages that are read
are to be entered in the student’s reading diary/log and signed by parents or guardians each
night.

Levels 5 and 6

Students are to be given more responsibility for their learning with a strong focus on daily
independent reading. They will be required to engage in independent learning to consolidate
work undertaken in class. All senior school students are expected to spend no more than 45
minutes per night working on their homework, including 20 minutes reading each night.

Homework can be completed daily or over a weekly or fortnightly period.
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Homework Expectations at Holy Family

Reading Other Allocated
Time
Prep Nightly reading which may include 10 minutes
Students | being read to, by Home School Bags per night
parents/guardians. Reading aloud (optional)
and sharing stories from borrowed
library books. Independent reading
of take home books.
Levels 1 & | Nightly reading which may include 10 - 15
2 students | being read to, by Home School Bags minutes
parents/guardians. (optional)
Independent reading of take home
books or books borrowed from the
library.
Reading aloud and sharing stories
from borrowed library books.
Levels 3 & | Nightly reading which may include | Home School Bags 15-20
4 students | being read to, by (optional) minutes
parents/guardians.
Independent reading.
Reading aloud and sharing stories
from borrowed library books.
Levels 5 & | Nightly independent reading which | Homework activities at 20 minutes
6 students | may include the use of audio texts, | this level will be linked to | reading
and preparation for Literature the classroom program
Circles. and will include:
e Nightly reading
e Areading response
e A numeracy task to 20 minutes
support students to other

master basic number
facts, automatic recall
of times tables and
accuracy in mental
and written
calculations

e A Religious Education
response.

All students, prep to year 6 will be expected to record their nightly reading in a logbook
(Prep-2) diary (Levels 3-6). Parents and guardians will be required to monitor and sign
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off on the nightly reading. Note that home reading is included in the Work Habits
section of student reports.

Monitoring and Evaluation

During the course of the school year level teams will be required to review their homework
practices in relation to the school's Homework Policy, providing information to the School
Leadership Team for monitoring purposes.

Evaluation of the homework policy will be on a bi-annual basis for relevancy and
effectiveness.
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