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Dear Families,

 

I hope you enjoyed the long weekend and you celebrated the Richmond and Melbourne

Storm wins with your family.

Last Thursday Father Pearce announced to our sta� that the Archbishop has asked him to

take on the Parish of St. Michael’s, North Melbourne. I would like to thank Father Pearce for

his friendship, guidance and support over my couple of years at Holy Family. Our sta� and

school community have been fortunate to have such a strong and compassionate leader. On

behalf of our community I wish Father Pearce all the best with his new appointment at St.

Michael’s.

World Teachers’ Day

From the Principal's Desk
Mrs Julie David



Tomorrow our school community is celebrating World Teachers’ Day. The theme for the day

is - ‘Teachers:leading in crisis, reimagining the future’. This theme re�ects the commitment

teachers have made as leaders particularly teaching throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19)

pandemic, in a range of environments.

World Teachers' Day is a chance to recognise and celebrate the incredible contributions

teachers have made in Victorian communities, as they help to teach the future.

 

Thank you to those families that have taken the time to write a few words about our amazing

sta� at Holy Family.

 

Our Parents and Friends Association would like to thank Inchmeal in Mount Waverley for

assisting them with sourcing locally produced gifts for our teachers gifts to acknowledge the

wonderful work they do for our community.

 

Book Week



We are looking forward to celebrating Book Week next week. On Friday 6th November all

students and sta� are invited to dress up as their favourite book character. The students will

parade in front of other students on our oval.

On this day the students will also be entertained by a virtual incursion ‘2020 The Greatest

Discovery’.

 

Resilience

The resilience of our students and sta� has been amazing once again! The majority of our

students have transitioned successfully back into the school day. Our sta� are making

adjustments to support those students who are still getting used to being back onsite.

 

COVID 19

Just a reminder that students are not to come to school if they have the slightest symptoms

of cold/�u. Our students and sta� are reminded to sanitise their hands and learning spaces

on a regular basis and our sta� wear face masks when moving around the school.

 

Prep 2021

We welcomed our Prep 2021 students to Holy Family this afternoon. This transition session

was held remotely. Thank you to our families and sta� for engaging in this activity.

Hopefully we can continue our ‘Transition’ sessions onsite very soon.

 

School Photos

I am pleased to announce that we are having our annual school photos on Wednesday 4th

November. All students are to wear their full summer uniform. If your child has Physical

Education on this day then s/he can bring their sport shoes to change in to.  Please contact

the o�ce if you have any questions regarding photo day. No group photos are able to be

taken this year.  Your child will receive a composite photo of their class including their

teacher.  New order forms will be issued to your child, they may not arrive before photo day,

however, the photographers will extend the order date so there will be plenty of time for you



to order.  The Year six graduation photo will also be a composite photo this year.  Sibling

photos will be taken, as it does not breach Covid safe practice.

 

 

School Fees

Firstly I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your patience during the COVID-

19 lockdown.  It has been an incredibly stressful time for all, and for some, it has meant a

complete change in circumstances.  It looks as though we are on our way to some sort of

COVID normal, and it is a great relief to us all.

I am in awe of our students and teachers.  The teachers in the way they adapted to the

complete change in the way they taught and for the students in  how they adapted to their

new way of learning. 

 

Unfortunately, the costs associated with the lockdown were extremely high.  We were able to

successfully supply a device to every student in the school, and to provide support to all of

our students that required extra internet data or assistance with dongles so that they could

continue with the online learning.  

 

I am aware that Mr Morrison said early on in the lockdown that all students that required a

device would be given one, however, the costs were borne by the school.

 

Having said that, I understand that we have not been able to o�er the students any

excursions this year, so we will be rebating every student the cost of the excursion levy.

The grade 6 families that will be leaving us at the end of the year and any families from other

levels that will be leaving us will be o�ered a refund in the way of an EFT payment and will be

contacted via an Operoo form to complete.

If you have any questions regarding this or any other aspect of your school account, please

contact Lyn, Sarah or Julie.

Updated Documents

I have attached our school’s updated Privacy Policy and Standard Collection Notice. These

documents can also be found on our website.

Standard-Collection-Notice 20.10.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-bca05d03-6f9e-44d2-955f-7462ed6e7960.pdf?deg=auto


 

2021 Class Structure

Our class structure for next year is as follows -

Prep (2 classes)

Year 1/2 (3 classes)

Year 3/4 (4 classes)

Year 5/6 (5 classes)

Our teachers have started the process of looking at class groupings. Please be mindful that

this takes weeks of work and all teachers have your child’s best interests as their main

priority. We are fortunate to have a professional and dedicated sta� at Holy Family.

 

Kid’s Cafe

Just a reminder that Kid’s Cafe will remain closed until further notice.

 

Term 4 School Closure Day

Please note the following date in your diary -

Friday 27th November (2021 Planning Day)

Wishing everyone a wonderful extra long weekend (hopefully you can hit the shops or go out

for dinner!)

 

Julie David (Principal)

Policy.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-3474e6a3-84a6-4ef3-a2f8-5c757e8c6a5c.pdf?deg=auto


2020 has already been a year of surprises, change, and disruption, and I am acutely aware

that on top of all that has been going on, our inability to gather together in person has been a

cause of great pain for many of you.I write to you this afternoon to inform you of one more

change before the year is out. Last week the Archbishop invited me to take up a new Parish

appointment as Parish Priest of St Michael's Parish in North Melbourne. This small Parish on

the city's outskirts has until recently been looked after by the Blessed Sacrament Fathers,

but in the last few months has returned to the Archdiocese's care. 

 

The Archbishop would like to use this opportunity to reinvigorate the Parish, which is in a

growing area of the inner city, and more closely unite it with the University of Melbourne,

whose chaplaincy I took up earlier in the year.Sadly this will see me leaving Holy Family on

Sunday, 15th November. Over the past �ve years, Holy Family has been my family, and I will

be sad to be leaving, especially in the challenging times in which we live. As a Parish, we

have achieved much during this time and can proud of many things. A special mention must

be made of the many young families who �ll our Parish with such vibrancy. It has been

wonderful to see so many families involved in our Parish's life and have seen so many youth

and young adults call Holy Family home over the past �ve years. My new appointment sees

me working closely with the Archbishop and his team to support Young People and

University Students across our Archdiocese. A crucial work for our Church's future and one

that I entrust to your continued prayer.

 

While there has not been a decision made yet about my replacement, we are incredibly lucky

to have Fr Patrick Bradford, who has recently joined us. Fr Bradford will hold the fort and will

be with you over these next few months as we come out of lockdown and navigate the ever-

A message from Fr. Pearce



changing environment that is COVID Normal. My departure is made much easier by knowing

that I am leaving the Parish in such capable hands and that a �ne priest like Fr Bradford will

be with you during this time of transition.The opportunities at this time for traditional

farewells will be limited. Still, I look forward to �nding creative ways to say goodbye to as

many as possible over the next few weeks.

 

May Jesus, Mary, and Joseph continue to inspire and intercede for each one of your families,

and may God Bless you.

 

Fr Nicholas Pearce (Parish Priest)

The Gospel this weekend is one of my absolute favourites. I feel like it sums up our whole

mission as Disciples of Jesus. “which is the greatest commandment of the law? ...‘You must

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind… [Then]

you must love your neighbour as yourself”. Basically to put God �rst and then to love

everyone else around you just as God loves us. 

As people of faith we are always asked to consider the other before us. 

 

I am reminded by a favourite Sunday hymn to act justly and walk humbly with God as we help

others around us. It’s often the smallest acts of kindness, or acts of giving that can make the

biggest di�erence to those around us. I was recently listening to a podcast with Justin

From the REC
Lauren Considine



Coulson from happy families who said

love for children is spelt time. But I don’t

think that is 100% accurate, I think love for

every human is spelt time. Time to

communicate, to connect to feel valued

and supported. 

 

I wonder how you showed love in your

actions this week? I wonder how you have

taken time to connect with others? I

wonder how you have used your extra

freedom with easing of restrictions to give

generously to others? I wonder what changes you will make when the world opens to

continue to nourish love with others?

 

At school we are concentrating on one value a week to grow closer to God and to our

community. Our value this week is Generosity. This week also marks the beginning of our

Vinnies donation drive, collecting essential items for those in our community who need it

most. Showing the Christmas spirit by giving rather than receiving, just like God did for us by

giving us the greatest gift of all, Jesus. After a fantastic �rst week of the drive collecting cans,

we are hoping you will still be able to support in the coming weeks. Next week is Pantry

goods. We are so appreciative of how our school community goes above and beyond to

support those in need. 



Dear Families,

 

Welcome back to school!  To say this year has been limited from a fundraising point of view is

an understatement, and as a result, we have been fairly quiet.  Despite meeting on a couple

of occasions throughout the year, we have not been able to organise anything for the

children and wider school community as hoped.  We did however organise some lovely thank

yous for our teachers towards the end of Term 2 and we also held our annual footy tipping

competition.  I would like to thank everyone who was part of our competition this year and

take this opportunity to congratulate our winners:  1st Prize Adrian Cassar, 2nd Prize Luke

Mathers and 3rd Prize Eliza Hagan.

 

The P&F met again last week to discuss various events and activities for this Term.  We have

been working with the Grade 6 teachers to help organise a memorable end to the year for

our Grade 6 students.  Similarly with our Prep teachers for all our Super Preps!   Additionally

we would like to announce that we will be holding a Virtual School Disco for all children

towards the end of term on a Friday afternoon during school hours (good luck teachers!!). 

Watch out for a noti�cation on our Skoolbag App for more details a little closer to the time.

 

Lastly we are holding our AGM on November 24th.  If you would like to be a part of our P&F

for 2021 please feel free to join us.  If you would like further information on what is involved,

then please contact either Nicole (P&F Coordinator on 0410 993 778), Julie or Eithne.

 

Kind regards,

P&F

PARENTS AND FRIENDS



 

 

 

Interested in being a Class Rep in 2021?

Class Representatives:

·         Get to know your child’s teacher, the children and parents in your child’s class and year

level.

·         Often have advance notice about “What’s On” across the school. 

·         Don’t have to be a member of the Holy Family P&F!

 

The Role of the Class Representative is generally to:

1.       Act as a liaison between the teacher and parents of each individual class to organise

and coordinate parent assistance (e.g. parent help on excursions/camps).

2.       Assist the school in making welcome and providing support to any new families.

3.       Encourage parents of the children in their year level and the broader school to get to

know each other (e.g. organise social gathering with & without children on class &/or year

level basis).

4.       Act as a liaison between the P&F, via the Class Rep Co-ordinator, and parents of each

individual class to help gather volunteers for various events through the year (e.g. special

lunches days).

5.       Stay on top of the school calendar and newsletter in order to help keep parents up to

date.

 

We would love to have some new faces as Class Reps next year, to allow as many families in

our community the opportunity to get involved.

If you are interested and / or would like to discuss anything about what's involved, please

contact Nicole Mardell on 0410 993 778 / nicole.mardell@gmail.com (mum to Freddie, Hugh

& Oliver McCusker)

 

Please express your interest by 16th of November 2020

 

Thankyou!  We look forward to an exciting 2021!



Week 3 Student Awards

Prep J Noah P- For trying hard in everything you have done this week and fantastic

listening! We are very proud of you!

Evie M-  For a fantastic e�ort in all challenges this week. You have had a wonderful

�rst week back to school.

 

Prep

CS

Patrick O- For trying your best in every task and being a fantastic and kind friend.

Anna A- For your persistence with tricky tasks this week. We are really proud of

you for trying so hard!

 

1/2H Lily Livotli - For her perseverance with tasks even when things may not be working

as they should be.

Veronica Freeman - For persuading her parents to get her a new toy with her

convincing writing.

 

1/2G Poppy M - For always trying her best and being organised and ready to learn.

Sila G -  For being a helpful and caring class member who always works well with

others. 

 

1/2SY Jimmy L - For his kindness and generosity in the classroom 

William B - For his hardwork and dedication to solving addition problems using a

variety of strategies. 

 

Student Awards



1/2WK Marcus H-starting Term 4 with a positive attitude and super listening ears!

Joshua M-starting Term 4 with a positive attitude and being a focused learner!

 

3/4L Zai Dickson - For putting in excellent e�ort in her work this week!

Anthony Torcasio - For his fantastic e�ort in our Decimals unit. Well Done!

 

3/4S Jack Ryan - For setting an excellent example of kindness and support to other

classmates

Aesha Ambalavaner - For excellent e�ort in Maths, especially fractions and

decimals!

 

3/4M Olivia S - for always entering the classroom with a positive attitude and settling

straight back into onsite learning.

Alex K - for Alex returning so positively back to onsite learning. Well done Alex! 

 

3/4D Christian Rosli- for his incredible positive attitude towards his learning. I’, so proud

of you Christian!

Lily Mae- for her contributions to class discussions.  I am always happy to hear

your life experiences Lily Mae. Thank you!

3/4AG Luke Son - For always having a positive attitude and bringing happiness into our

class.

Clare Bernardo - Always aiming high to achieve your best and always being

supportive of others.

 

5/6B Jiho Lee - for seeking assistance and clari�cation to develop his understanding of

a lesson

Ashlee Halvy - for putting in consistent hard work ito all learning areas

 

5/6D Stella Higgins- For making excellent choices when faced with situations out of her

control. I am so proud of you! 

Joachim B - For his willingness to share his interesting ideas and insights to the

entire class. 

 

5/6BW Archie Mathews for bringing enthusiasm and happiness to the classroom

Luca Sollecito for his dedication and commitment to remote learning

 

5/6PW Abbey Sheehan for demonstrating enthusiasm and persistence as she strives for



excellence with her writing. 

Ellie Park for outstanding writing and developing her passion story telling

 

Week 4 Student Awards

Prep

CS

Nella O- for trying really hard with your writing listening for the sounds

Emilia R- for trying to complete tasks independently and taking pride in your work 

 

Prep J Samantha L for for being a kind friend and �lling other peoples buckets

Henry W- for trying hard with everything this week- even with a broken wrist

 

1/2G Amelia B for knowing when to use  the blue spelling rule. Well done.

Victor T for demonstrating excellent strategies when solving maths problems. 

 

1/2H Genevieve O’Dea - For her incredible ability to understand and solve tricky maths

problems

Lucas MacFarlane - For showing his wonderful creativity in all areas of his work

 

1/2WK Caitlyn C-for solving Maths problems using the split strategy and sharing her

expert knowledge with others. 

Ameika W-for preserving and working hard to learn a new strategy, to solve

addition problems in Maths.

 

1/2SY Alessio Tosti - For his positive attitude towards his work in class. 

Renee Rosli For contributing to class discussions

 

3/4L Penny Batten - for always trying her best in all our learning tasks. Great Job!

Joshua McColl - Jones - For his excellent work in his Maths. Well done!

 

3/4S Rome Tosti for working so hard in Literacy. Well done Rome!

Aesha A for excellent work in Maths. Keep up the great work!

 

3/4M Campbell Miller - For having a positive mindset in class and staying on task! You

should be so proud of your progress! Well done!



Sarah Ferns - For always entering the classroom with a positive attitude and

bringing a smile to those all around you! 

 

3/4D Amanda Chan- For improved class participation. Fantastic e�ort Amanda!

Joseph- For settling back to classroom routine impeccably. I am so proud of you

Joey!

3/4AG Zianne Pereira - For a fantastic start to Term 4, being ‘ready to learn’ each day and

working to your best ability

Poppy Newell - Greeting everyone with a smile each day, being supportive of

others and always aiming high to achieve your best

 

5/6BW Rhiannon Harding for the humour and positivity she brings to our classroom.

Mietta Wadia for using her initiative and always trying her best. 

 

5/6D Julian Leferbure- For the infectious positivity he brings into the classroom each

day. We are so lucky to have you! 

Ally Casey- For giving all learning activities her absolute best and never giving up! I

am very proud of your dedication to your learning!

 

5/6B Joshua Jansen - for at all times putting his best e�orts into his studies.

Zabel Atamin - for her generosity and care towards other students.

 

5/6PW Ben R for his positive attitude in all aspects of schooling whether at home or in the

classroom. 

Linaya for always having a go in her learning and asking for clari�cation. 



TERM DATES 2020

TERM 1 Sta� return: Tuesday 28 January

Students return: Thursday 30 January - Friday 27 March

 

Holidays Saturday 28 March – Tuesday 14 April

*Easter 9–13 April

 

TERM 2 Tuesday 14 April – Friday 26 June

 

Holidays Saturday 27 June – Monday 13 July

 

TERM 3 Tuesday 14 July – Friday 18 September

 

Holidays Saturday 19 September  – Sunday 4 October

 

TERM 4 Monday 5 October–Wednesday 16 December

Sta� Days - Thursday 17 and Friday 18 December

 

TERM DATES 2021

TERM DATES



TERM 1 Sta� return: Tuesday 27 January

Students return: Friday 29 March - 1 April

 

Holidays Saturday 2 April – Tuesday 18 April

*Easter 2–5 April

 

TERM 2 Tuesday 19 April – Friday 25 June

 

Holidays Saturday 26 June – Monday 11 July

 

TERM 3 Tuesday 12 July – Friday 17 September

 

Holidays Saturday 18 September  – Sunday 3 October

 

TERM 4 Monday 4 October–Wednesday 15 December

Sta� Days - Thursday 16 and Friday 17 December
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