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2022 SCHOOL THEME - ‘MAKE A DIFFERENCE’

Monday 31st October (School Closure Day)

Tuesday 1st November (Public Holiday)

 

Dear Parents/Carers,

 

As you are aware my beautiful dad passed away last week. This has been a challenging time

for my family so I would like to thank each of you for your thoughts and prayers.

My dad was a natural teacher and later a school Principal. His classrooms were always a

happy place to be in but never quiet. Dad loved teaching and seeing students excel in their

pursuits.

Family was everything to dad. He was happy if we were all together sharing a meal or a

celebration. Whenever I visited he would always say, 'Are you leaving already?’ 

From the
Principal's Desk
 
Mrs David



Dad was interested in us as people. I spoke to him almost everyday and he would always ask

about school and my family.

We farewell our gorgeous Dad and Pa this Friday. Please continue to keep our family in your

prayers.

“Family is not an important thing. It’s everything.”

Thank You

I would like to thank Jennifer Young for stepping into the role of Acting Principal while I was

on leave. She has been an amazing support for everyone while Eithne and I have been on

leave!

Term 4 Friday Mass

Parents/carers are welcome to join us for Mass at 9:15am on Fridays this term.

Date Classes

28/10/2022 5/6 FG

3/4D

4/11/22 3/4M

5/6P

11/11/22 3/4C

3/4L

18/11/22 5/6 YW

5/6B

2/12/22 Whole school mass

 Con�rmation

Congratulations to our students who received the Sacrament of Con�rmation last Thursday.

Thank you to our sta� and community for supporting these students and their families.

Prep Transition

Our onsite Prep 2023 Transition sessions have started and the students have settled in well.

Thank you to our sta� for the preparation that has taken place to make these sessions

successful and engaging.



World Teachers Day

Tomorrow we are acknowledging the amazing work our teachers do to support and guide

their students and families.I was asked recently to describe our sta� and the words I came

up with were - dedicated, supportive, empathetic, caring and nurturing. A great teacher does

a whole lot more than just educate the student in front of them.

Year 1/2 Camp Day

Our Year ½ students and sta� will be traveling to Warburton next Friday 4th November to

participate in their Outdoor Camp Day. I am sure the weather will be just perfect for them!

Community Christmas Carols

Everyone is invited to bring a picnic afternoon tea and rug on Thursday 8th December (3:30-

5pm) to celebrate the end of our year with Community Christmas Carols in the quadrangle.

School Closure Days

Our students have the following school closure days -

Monday 31st October (Report Preparation Day)

Friday 25th November (2023 Planning)

Annual General Meetings

Our Annual general Meetings for Parents and Friends and our School Advisory Council will

take place this term. On behalf of our school community I would like to thank both of these

groups for their support of our school this year.

School Advisory Council AGM - Wednesday 9th November (6pm)

Parents and Friends AGM - Tuesday 15th November (7pm)

Some Key Dates (Term 4)

Friday 28th October (World Teachers Day)

Friday 4th November (Year 1/2 Camp Day)

Tuesday 8th November - Prep Transition (Session 3)



Wednesday 9th November School Advisory Council AGM (6pm)

Friday 11th November (Remembrance Day)

Tuesday 15th November - 2023 Prep Transition (Session 4)

Tuesday 15th November - Parents and Friends AGM (7pm)

Tuesday 15th November (Year 3/4 Excursion Melbourne Zoo)

Tuesday 22nd November 2023 Prep Transition (Session 5)

Friday 25th November (School Closure Day)

Monday 28th November - Friday 9th December (Prep-Year 4 Swimming Program)

Wednesday 30th November - Transition (new students)

Friday 2nd December - Mass/Celebration of Learning

Thursday 8th December - Community Christmas Carols (3:30-5pm)

Monday 12th December (Move Up Session 1)

Tuesday 13th December (Move Up Session 2)

Wednesday 14th December (Year 6 Graduation)

Thursday 15th December (End of Year Mass 9:15am)

Thursday 15th December (Last day - �nish at 3:15pm)

Enrolments for 2023 Now Open

Don’t forget to pop into the o�ce to get an enrolment form for Prep - Year 6  2023.

Enjoy your extra long weekend,

 

Julie David (Principal)



Zacchaeus, come down

On the weekend I went into the city for the �rst time in ages and it was buzzing. It felt

beautiful to be back in the city surrounded by people, all with their own agenda drawn to the

beauty of the buildings, the noise and the attractions. While walking along southbank gazing

at the Yarra, I suddenly felt shame and uncomfort. Out of the corner of my eye, the beauty

had been swapped with despair.  I looked down to see a homeless man begging for money. I

walked past him and didn’t make eye contact. My friend and I were mid conversation.

Instantly I felt worse as we past him, as if he meant nothing, or was unworthy of my time,

especially as I was late to see a show. 

 

I am constantly torn in these situations, as I am sure you all are too. I re�ect a lot, especially

during Con�rmation preparation time where we re�ect on the gifts we have been given and

how we can use them to serve others. Sometimes I know how we use gifts to serve can take

time to work out, we just need to continue to look at Jesus as our model. 

 

This weekend's gospel is the Story of Zacchaeus. Jesus �nds himself passing through the

town of Jericho, �lled with hustle and bustle (much like that of the city I witnessed on the

weekend) where people want to meet him. Of all the people who could have o�ered Jesus a

meal, he chose Zacchaeus, a man with a terrible reputation for being unkind and unjust. This

encounter with Jesus changed Zacchaeus, but I guess we don’t really know if it changed the

jealous crowd who felt he was not worthy to be in Jesus’ presence as a ‘sinner’. 

 

From the REL
Miss Considine



This week I am taking another look at the old saying ‘don’t judge a book by its cover’. Trying

more to see and witness all people as equal, made and loved in the image and likeness that

God intended, regardless of circumstance. My prayer is to be brave and courageous, just like

Jesus would be with all he encounters. 

 

May our gifts all shine out in the encounters we share this week. 

Regional Athletics

Well done to our 4 students who competed at the SSV Regional Track and Field Carnival on

Thursday Oct 20.

 

Dylan H - 100m, 800m and 4x100m relay

Jack B - 1500m, Long Jump and 4x100m relay

Jake Seo - 4x100m relay

Sebastian F - 4x100m relay

 

The 4x100m won a silver medal and progressed to the SSV State Track and Field

Championships. This will be held on Wednesday Nov 2 at Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park.

We wish you all the very best. We are very proud of your e�orts.

Sports New
From Mrs Michelsson





SMART SPELLING AT HOLY FAMILY

Through our school newsletter we would like to share some information about the structured

approach of SMART Spelling, that we incorporate at Holy Family. From Prep-6 we explicitly

and systematically teach spelling.

 

In Prep the students are taught a SMART Spelling word of the week. We implement a

sequenced list of 35 words over the year. The list teaches sounds and letters in the context of

whole words. This is done to exploit the meaning of the word and to focus on oral language

to stimulate prior knowledge in the children.

 

In Grades 1-6, there are 32 key spelling patterns that are covered at each year level, this

allows for revision weeks throughout the year. Teachers introduce 3 sets of words  each

week, using the process outlined below:

Smart Spelling



You might like to take the opportunity to talk to your child at home about the 5 SMART steps.

*stay tuned until the next school newsletter for further information.
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Prep

WK

Alessia - For always trying her best when learning and participating in all

classroom tasks! What a Prep Superstar!

1/2GP Maya - For always sharing her interesting ideas and being such a hard worker.

1/2J Dhevon - For doing his best during learning time and helping his classmates

succeed! Well done!

3/4D Week 2

Dhinara -  For giving an amazing and con�dent oral talk about her school holiday

highlights. Well Done Dhinara!

Week 3

Mila - For her excellent descriptive writing that uses a variety of literacy devices

and engages the reader. Well Done Mila!

3/4M Harpery - For exceptional work this term in Writing and for stunning handwriting!

Well done Harper!! 

Ceaza Siale - For excellent work in Reading and Writing! Well done Ceaza, we are

so proud of you!

3/4L Matthew - For taking part in whole class discussions and contributing ideas and

thoughts on topics. Keep up the great work Matthew!

Whole 3/4L - For being such amazing representatives of Holy Family at the

Melbourne Museum. You were so respectful and listened beautifully. Well done!

3/4C Week Two- Lucas - For always being ready to learn, working consistently to

complete all work to a high standard and being an amazing helper!

Week Three - Adele - For being a kind, caring and considerate member of 34C. We

are so lucky to have you in our class! 

5/6YW Will - For his fantastic e�orts at divisional basketball. Well done Will! 

5/6P  Chloe - For showing persistence in maths in the area of decimals and fractions.

Student Awards



5/6B Gemma - For her focussed attention during class and asking clarifying questions.

5/6S Macy - For a mature hard working attitude towards school life. Keep up the

fabulous work, Macy.
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