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2023 SCHOOL THEME - ‘WE BELONG’

 

Dear Parents/Carers,

 

It is wonderful to be back at Holy Family after taking Long Service Leave. My husband and I

had an incredible time in Italy and I had the opportunity to spend time with my family on my

return to Australia. 

 

 

Even though I was still checking emails while away, it was a great opportunity to be grateful

and focus on the positive aspects of my family, friends and school community. The time away

has made me realise there are some things that I cannot control therefore I need to focus my

energy on ensuring that our current staff, families and students receive the 'best' possible

support and opportunities while at Holy Family. 

 

CURRENT NEWS
from the Principal Mrs David



Holy Family is always striving to build on the fabulous community and learning environment

that we have.

 

I have been on sick leave for the first part of this week after having surgery on Monday.

I would like to thank Eithne King and Jennifer Young for leading our school community during

my time away. It is reassuring knowing that our school is in such capable hands.

Lola and I are very happy to be back at Holy Family!

 

First Eucharist

 

Our Year 4 students have been preparing to receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist this

weekend. 

 

On Friday they will participate in their Reflection Day commencing with Mass and then

followed by activities to enhance their knowledge of understanding of this sacrament.

Please keep these students and their families in your prayers.

 

Thank you to Vicky Pejic, Verity Curtain, Amanda Mase and Becc Lark for guiding and

supporting these students in their sacramental preparation.

 

 

Updated Policies



 

Please refer to the 'policies' section on our website www.hfmw.catholic.edu.au for updated

policies.

 

Parents and Friends Association

 

Our Parents and Friends Committee will meet online on Tuesday 6th June at 7pm.

 

School Advisory Council

 

Our School Advisory Council will meet on Wednesday 7th June at 6pm in the Principal's

office.

 

Parent Teacher Interviews

At the end of this term you will receive a report o your child's progress in Semester One.

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences will be held in the first week of Term Three. 

More details to follow

 

Supervision

 

A reminder to parents that teacher work hours onsite are 8:30am-3:30pm and until 4:30pm

on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Outside of these hours staff are not required to supervise

children who are at school before or after these hours.  Our gates open from 8:30am for

children to be adequately supervised before school by school staff.  Parents are responsible

for their children onsite before 8:30am.  

Camp Australia runs a fully supervised program if you need your child/ren at school before

8:30am, and after 3:15pm.  Please register with Camp Australia if you need supervision for

your child.

https://campaustralia.com.au/

 

PENTECOST – MULTICULTURAL DAY

 

Thank you to all families who were able to attend the Parish Mass on Sunday and also to

those who were able to provide dessert for the lunch.  It was an amazing turn out without

some delicious foods being shared!

http://www.hfmw.catholic.edu.au/
https://campaustralia.com.au/


 

Camps

 

Our Years 3/4 and 5/6 have had a busy couple of weeks heading to camp at Arrabri Lodge

(East Warburton) and Anglesea YMCA Discovery Camp.

I would like to thank the staff that volunteered to attend these camps to ensure that our

students were safe and had a memorable experience.

A BIG thank you to Eithne King for organising these incredible experiences and giving her

time to go on both camps. This is a HUGE commitment!

Thank you to our staff back at school for taking on extra duties during the camps.

We are extremely fortunate to have such dedicated and committed staff at Holy Family.

 

Grant

 

Our school has successfully obtained a grant to improve our 'Outdoor Learning Spaces'. Our

School Advisory Council will discuss options at our meeting next Wednesday. Please email

me any ideas you may have so that i can present these at our meeting.

 

Congratulations

 

On Wednesday 31st May, students from Holy Family represented our school at the Monash

Waverley Division Cross Country. Congratulations to all those students who made it through

to this stage.

 

Our school has some students progressing to the next stage at Yarra Glen for the Eastern

Region. Congratulations to all the students for competing today and to our parents for

supporting these students.

 



 

Parking

 

A reminder to all parents that parking in the school grounds is not permitted unless you are

helping out or have special circumstances that have been discussed with school leadership.

 

We also need to remind parents not to park behind the hall blocking the back oval gates.

 These gates need to be accessed at all times for deliveries and for emergency services if

needed.

 

NCCD

Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students

with Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional

adjustments or “help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan

for the needs of students with disability.

 

Please read the following document about this data collection.

 

 

Term Two Dates

Wednesday 31st May - Friday 2nd June (Year 5/6 Camp)

NCCD Information Sheet parents.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-88bcce90-eb86-4c1e-ab1e-1ed229f0b53d.pdf?deg=auto


Friday 2nd June (First Eucharist Reflection Day)

Saturday 3rd (5pm)/Sunday 4th June (10am) (First Eucharist Celebrations)

Monday 5th June (Dental Van at Holy Family)

Tuesday 6th June (P&F Meeting) online

Wednesday 7th June- School Advisory Committee

Monday 12th June (King’s Birthday Holiday)

Friday 16th June (Paint and Sip) Parent Function

Friday 23rd June (Final Day of Term 2) 1pm finish

Julie David

Principal

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Tracey Ryan

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

I'm new to the Admin role but have been around Holy Family for the

past 7 years.  I've loved my first few months working here and the

staff, students and community make it all the more enjoyable.  I'm

here to answer any questions, queries and concerns and am always

up for a cup of tea and a chat.

 

 

 

Rana Ghopur

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

MEET OUR STAFF!



Hello students and parents!  My name is Ranagul Ghopur and I deal

with the school's finances.  If you have any questions regarding

school fees or anything financial related, please contact me for more

information.

Dear families and friends,

 

A very special time is approaching in our school as the year 4 students prepare themselves

to receive the sacrament of First Eucharist for the first time. 

 

They have been preparing for this along with their parents and families for some time.

First Eucharist is the second sacrament of initiation, the first being Baptism.  

 

I’m sure if you think back to your first Holy Communion you’ll have fond memories of the

sacredness of the ceremony and the joy of being fully part of the mass by receiving the

bread.

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
NEWS



When we receive the Lord in the Eucharist, it is an act of thanksgiving to God.  It recalls

the Lord’s Supper with his Apostles.  

 

The Eucharist is essential to our faith.  It is the nourishment that enables us to remain

spiritually strong and healthy.

The following “PRAYER AT A CHILD’S FIRST COMMUNION” is a prayer for those

children preparing for their First Holy Communion and reflects our great appreciation of

the Eucharist: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, bless the children coming forward to receive Holy Communion for the first

time. 

May this day be the step toward a life-long love of the Eucharist.

Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that they turn to you for comfort, guidance, and

wisdom as they grow into full discipleship.

Thank you for their innocence and goodness.

May their hands, extended in anticipation of your body and blood, inspire all of us to cherish

this sacred Sacrament.  Amen.

 

As we reflect on this prayer, we invite you to join us on Saturday 3/6/23 at 5pm and

Sunday 4/6/23 at 10am for this sacred and reverent celebration.

 

Congratulations to the following children who will receive the Sacrament of First

Eucharist this weekend.

 

Jax Battye                            Zoe Melo Furtado                   Gareth

Pangawijaya

Lauren Bernardo             Alessandra Ghannoum           Addison Raulli

    

Sienna Browne                 Xavier Gray                                 Renee Rosli  

William Browne               Ben Harris                                   Lucas

Scardamaglia   

Alannah Cahill                  Marcus Higgins                          Caitlyn Sison  

Sophie Cassar                   Nuvee Jayasuriya                        Cathryn Sison

Jacob Chila                        Shanaya Jeyarajah                      Anthony

Wilson

Jedd Compton                  Hugo Julius                                  Georgia The

Dhinara De Alwis             Hayden Mathers                        Alessio Tosti

Micah De Lima                 Joshua Moore                              Jamie Trcek



Veronica Freeman           Matthew Moore                          Edmund Neil Wardley

Jayden Melo Furtado      Xavier Newell                  

Vicky Pejic

Religious Education Leader



Literacy

As dedicated educators, we are constantly seeking ways to enhance our teaching methods

and deepen our understanding of literacy. 

 

If you have children in Prep to Year 2, you may have noticed some notable improvements in

our reading instruction at HFMW. Behind the scenes, we have been diligently exploring the

latest research on reading development, and we are excited to share our findings with you.

 

Our pursuit of knowledge has led us to the undeniable truth that explicit and systematic

phonics instruction is the key to nurturing a strong reading foundation. By focusing on the

fundamental sounds of speech and teaching corresponding spelling patterns in a

developmentally appropriate manner, we can effectively support the development of your

child's reading brain. As a result, you may notice your child bringing home books referred to

as 'decodable texts,' which specifically target the sounds they need to practise in both

reading and spelling.

 

We have included an informative infographic showcasing some of the reading strategies

that were previously encouraged. We acknowledge that continuous learning allows us to

grow and improve. Rest assured, we are fully committed to doing better at HFMW, working

tirelessly to ensure the optimal learning experience for your child.

 

As we embark on this exciting journey together, we invite you to "Never Stop Reading." Your

engagement and support are invaluable in creating a vibrant and thriving learning

LEARNING AND TEACHING 
NEWS



community.

 

Should you have any questions or require

further information, please do not hesitate

to contact me at

ndib@hfmw.catholic.edu.au.

 



Warm regards,

Natalie Dib

Literacy Leader

Maths



Jennifer Young

Maths Leader



'Out and About at Holy Family'

On Tuesday we launched our student led live news broadcast, written and delivered by the

students.  Our presenters shared some fun facts, a joke, and interviewed some 3/4 students

about their recent camp.  Well done to our first team of presenters.

The Resilience Project @ HFMW

WELLBEING NEWS



 

The Resilience Project program focuses on three

key pillars proven to cultivate positive

emotion; Gratitude, Empathy

and Mindfulness (GEM).

 

 

 

 

Throughout 2023, our school is working closely with The Resilience Project to support the

wellbeing of our school community. 

The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-

based, practical strategies to build resilience. 

We would like to share The Resilience Project’s Parent & Carer Hub with you. 

Here you will find a variety of information, videos and activities that outline the key pillars of

resilience: Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy.

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of our

community.

To view the Parent and Carer Hub, click on this link:

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-engage/

 

Eithne King

Wellbeing Leader

https://theresilienceproject.od2.vtiger.com/shorturl.php?id=6466f648aaaf72.75882586
https://theresilienceproject.od2.vtiger.com/shorturl.php?id=6466f648ab5ca8.32602340


Parents' Ultimate Guide to Parental Controls | Common Sense Media

 

Please click on the link to read the article-

 

 

Jennifer Young 

Digital Technologies Leader 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Parents' Ultimate Guide to Parental Controls _ Common Sense Media.pdf

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-ec76a726-e593-4fb1-bf56-dc6ade1241e8.pdf?deg=auto


AUSLAN

 

With the Year 3/4s away on camp last week, our 5/6s had the opportunity to have not just

one, but two Auslan sessions in a single week. It is amazing to see how they have become

comfortable asking questions and communicating with me using Auslan. Many of the

students have expressed their eagerness to learn more signs so they can incorporate them

into their sentences. Some have expressed that they would like an Auslan program at Avilla

College to transition to, so this level of commitment to learning is impressive. 

These students also gathered for National Simultaneous Story Time on a book titled ‘The

Speedy Sloth’. Mrs Standfield, the library teacher, read the story aloud to the class. She kindly

invited me to join her and interpret the story in Auslan. Some students noticed the signs used

and approached me after the session to see if they understood the signs correctly. I wish the

Year 5/6’s a very enjoyable, smooth time at camp this week and it is lovely to see the year 3/4

students back again!

 

AUSLAN NEWS



 

Warm regards,

Miss Herrmann

Auslan Teacher

THANK YOU!

 

Thank you to those parents who have volunteered to cover new books purchased for our

school.  We appreciate the time you are giving to complete this task.

 

LIBRARY NEWS



NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS

STORYTIME

Last Wednesday was National

Simultaneous Story Time and we

were lucky enough to have two

sessions running at the same time,

at 11:00. The Junior School met in

the Gathering Area to listen to “ The Speedy Sloth,” by Rebecca Young and illustrated by

Heath McKenzie. 

The Senior School met in the Performing Arts Space and were very lucky to have Miss

Herrmann sign the book to everyone. It was fantastic to see our Year 5/6s joining in with

Miss Herrmann.

A huge thank you to Simone Tapley for purchasing, barcoding and all the other work that

happens behind the scenes in the Library  and the wonderful group of parents who assist in

contacting books so that we can use them in the Library.

I’m sure the book, “The Speedy Sloth” will be on high rotation for borrowing over the next

couple of months.

 

Mrs Janine Standfield



On Thursday 22nd June, the Year Prep-

2 students will be presenting their

special concert to the school

community.

 

On this day, the Year Prep- Year 2

students will spend the day at Avila

College.

The students will spend the morning

9:30-12pm rehearsing the Concert

items, and will then perform for the

other Holy Family Students in the

afternoon from 1:30-3pm after a lunch

break.

 

Students will then be asked to return to

Avila College's Bunjil Theatre by 6pm,

where they will perform their concert

items from 6:30-7:30pm for the parents.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS



Division Cross Country

Congratulations to the following students that competed at the

Division Cross Country on Wednesday May 31st. Unfortunately not all

our students could compete due the date clashing with 5/6 camp. 

Georgia T, Ben H, William B , Caitlyn C, Dylan H and Kiera C. 

Placings in the top 10 were as follows-

Dylan- 1st- 12 year boys

Caitlyn- 10th- 11 year girls

Ben- 4th- 10 year boys

 

 

Winter Round Robin Day

We will be having an Inter-school friendly competition against Huntingtower PS, Highvale PS,

and Glen Waverley PS on June 9. All our Year 6’s will be attending and some Year 5’s. The

sports are Soccer Rounders, Kickball, AFL football, Netball (girls and mixed) and Volleystars.

Please let me know if you can assist with umpiring AFL or netball. All sports will be

Huntingtower School except Volley stars and Mixed Netball will be at Holy Family (9.45am-

12.30pm).

 

SDSSA Soccer Round Robin Day

We will have a Yr 5/6 girls (11) and boys team (11). This is a 9 a side Soccer Round Robin day

on Friday June 16. Teams will be finalised shortly and an Operoo notice will be sent home.

Please advise me if you wish to assist with coaching.

 

Susan Michelsson

PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEWS



Physical Education teacher

Mrs Davis is excited to be back teaching STEM. This term we will be exploring electronic

circuits. Last week students enjoyed exploring conductivity through a variety of objects, the

juniors even made fruit and playdough pianos.  

STEM NEWS



Bake Sale

The year 4s have been working hard preparing for our upcoming bake sale. The bake sale

will raise money for St. Vincent de Paul. The year 4s will have a selection of sweet and

savoury items for sale. Below is the date and time for our bake sale. It would be wonderful if

families got involved and either bought products from the bake sale or donated money

towards the Mini Vinnies cause. All items at the bake sale cost $2.

 

Bake sale:

Thursday 15th June 3pm in the quadrangle

Keep your eye out for further information regarding what sweet and savoury items will be for

sale at the Mini Vinnies bake sale.

MINI VINNIES



By Georgia T. 3/4L

Last week, the year 3/4s went to Arrabri lodge for camp. The activities we did there were

flying fox, giant swing, rock climbing, making damper, rope course, archery, mini golf, games

room and so much more!

 

The food there was delish!  For breakfast there was cereal, for lunch we had burgers and on

the first night we had schnitzel, potatoes and vegetables and on the second night we had

lasagna with chips and vegetables.

 

All of the activities were my favorite but if I had to pick it would be the giant swing and the

flying fox. I loved the experience and the people there were so generous. I would love to go

back to Arrabri lodge again if I could.

 

3/4  Camp - Recount

By Xavier Newell

The 3/4’s went to Arrabri Lodge for three days. I am absolutely certain that every single

student was so excited although some were also really nervous.

CAMP PROGRAM



 

The activities at Arrabri Lodge were the giant swing, damper making, sensory trail, rock

climbing wall, ropes course, flying fox, orienteering, initiatives, games room, mini golf and

archery. My favourite activity was the giant swing. It was my favourite activity because if you

go all the way up, when you come down you get this gush of wind in your face which makes

your stomach feel like it’s been turned inside out and I really liked that feeling.

 

The night activities included at camp were the talent show, a bush dance, a movie, roasting

marshmallows and more orienteering. In my opinion night time was one of the best things at

camp.

 

The teachers that came to camp were Miss King, Mrs Mase, Mrs Curtain, Miss Lark, Mrs

Young, Mrs Michelsson, Mrs Randall and Mrs Prosser.

 

The food in camp was delicious. For the first breakfast we had cereal, toast and hash browns

and for the second breakfast we had cereal and pancakes. For the first lunch we had burgers

and for the second lunch we had rolls. For the first morning tea we had cordial, cake and fruit

and for the second morning tea we had cordial, muffins and fruit. For afternoon tea we had

cordial, chocolate crackles and fruit. We ate a lot!

 

My favourite part of camp was when we all went to Puffin Billy and rode on it. The train's grey

smoke brushed through your hair and you smelt the coal  in the front engine. As we watched

out the window we saw golden brown bulls eating grass. Throughout our journey we were on

the lookout for Miss King who kept popping out of nowhere to take pictures and wave at us

as we went by. 

 

This has got to be my favourite camp ever!



Eithne King

eking@hfmw.catholic.edu.au

Deputy Principal

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS

mailto:eking@hfmw.catholic.edu.au


 

 

Congratulations to the Banbury Family who have a reserved

carpark in the staff carpark!  A successful bid at a P&F event.

Social Events of the Year!  Save the date!

Kids Cafe

Yoghurt frogs are back!



Thanks

Parents and Friends Committee



WEEK 4 STUDENT AWARDS

Prep

DK

Michelle Pangawijaya- For increasing the amount of writing she does each week.

Fantastic effort!

1/2SG Dominik Vuksic - Amazing effort in your spelling. You are trying so hard to spell

tricky words!

1/2J Peter Atamian - For his excellent efforts in Maths this week. You are a superstar!

1/2DI Violet De Lima - always trying her best and showing a strong commitment to her

work 

3/4L Amelia Lembovski - For always helping around the classroom and showing

kindness to your peers.

3/4M Kaden Tran - For always doing your best in all areas of your learning! Well done

Kaden! 

3/4C Dayshan i - For his fantastic effort and perseverance in solving maths challenges

this week. You are amazing!

5/6L Alyssa Poldrugovac- for always trying her hardest to improve in Maths. Great work

Alyssa!

5/6FG Joshua Jiang for completing a very high level in the Times tables challenge, solving

144 sums correctly in 3 minutes! Super star!

5/6S Olivia Bellato for an amazing effort in Maths! Keep up the great work Olivia!

5/6PG Nathaniel Samyue for excellent effort in class and being a good example to his

peers.

Auslan Year 5/6PG - Olivia Sheehan for excellent eye contact and remaining attentive

while her peers signed.

Year 5/6FG - Zoe Molinaro for her amazing dedication and self-motivation to sign

while also supporting her peers.

Student Awards



Year 1/2SG - Devon De Alwis - for remembering different signs and supporting his

peer in Auslan

COMMUNITY NEWS








